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Mr. Caine dwelt at some length on 
that part of the bill relating to the 
disfranchisement of the Mormon” 

ple by a religious test oath, plain- 
y setting forth the infamy and mis- 
chief of such legislation, and de- 
monstrated that it was undemo- 
cratic, un-American, and a palpable 
violation of the Constitution of the 
United States. He then continued 
— concluded his speech as fol- 
ows:— 


But, Mr. Speaker, this test oath is 
by no means the only undemocratic 
and un-American feature of this bill. 
It provides for the emasculation of 
the present Territorial government. 
It deprives the er of the right to 
elect one branch of their Legislative 
Assembly, and pore for a legisla- 
tive council of thirteen members who 
are to be appointed by the President 
and confirmed by the Senate. And 
this, too, in the face of the fact that 
the governor of the Territory has by 
the organic act an absolute veto power. 


| What possible excuse for the addition 


of autocratic oligarchic 2 

But this is not all. The apg are 
deprived of the last vestige of local 
self-government by conferring upon 
the governor the power to appoint 
every county, ö and precinct 
officer, except judges and selectmen of 
the county and probate courts, who 
are to be appointed by the President 
of the United States, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 

The gentleman from 123 has 
experienced a wonderful change of 
heart since 1882. Then he denounced 
as atrocious the proposition to confer 
upon a “ board”—“an autocratic oli- 

rchy —power that would enable 
them to plunder the ple of their 

roperty, to deprive them of their 
iberties, and to violate their consti- 
tutional rights. Now he not only is 
in favor of continuing this “ autocratic 
on with all its powers unim- 
paired, but he wants to impose upon 


the people alien local officers—those 
who assess their property and collect 
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the taxes—as well as every other ves- 
tige of local self-government. 

Mr. Speaker, can it be that such a 

recedent as this is to be set by the 
Bon ss of the United States? Sir, 
I take it that there is not a member 
of this House who will contend that 
Congress can with impunity disregard 
that right of local-community self- 
government which lies at the basis of 
all free representative governments. 
It has been well remarked, “ That it 
is a principle of institutional law, pe- 
culiar to the race from which we 
sprang, and without it no free govern- 
ment ever has been, or ever can be, 
maintained. From the time Tacitus 
remarked this feature of the common 
law of primitive Germany it has been 
the well-spring of the free institutions 
which distinguish the governments of 
the races springing from the liberty- 
loving and liberty-maintaining Teu- 
tonic tribes. Whenever our English 
ancestors, from any combination of 
circumstances, temporarily lost sight 
of or were deprived of the right of 
local-community self-government, they 
invariably became the victims of op- 
pressive power exerted by the tyranny 
of one or of many.” 

Our forefathers were wisely tena- 
cious of this principle of communit 
government. All the reasons whic 
they gave in justification of their re- 
volt against British tyranny were bot- 
tomed on this fundamental right. It 
was in a town meeting, the embodi- 
ment of the idea of local-community 
self-government and a venerable sur- 
vival of an archaic institution that 
determined und systematic resistance 
to the encroachments of King and 
Parliament was first organized. Otis, 
Old Man Eloquent, and John Adams, 
of glorious memory, thundered in the 
former, but plain yeoman Sam Adams, 
the man of the town meeting, with 
his committee of correspondence, soli- 
dified New England and prepared the 
way for united action by the thirteen 
colonies. 

You have the power to deprive one 
bundred and fifty thousand people 
in the Territory of Utah of this sacred 
right of local-community self-govern- 
ment; but remember precedents, like 
curses, come back to plague their in- 
veutors. It is not so many years since 
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the representatives of the people of 
thirteen States of this Union were 
shut out of both Houses of Congress, 
and kept out until State governments 
were reconstructed in order, as Judge 
Black declared, to maintain the worst 
men in the highest offices, throw the 
reins loose on the neck of rapacity, 
make leprous fraud adored, 
And gi then 2 d batio 
ve them title, knee, an n 
With Senators on the bench.’” ‘ene 

Mr. Speaker, I can not undertake 
to point out and comment upon all 
the monstrous features of this bill. I 
would not presume to trespass so long 
upon the time and patience of the 

ouse. I trust, however, you will 
bear with me while I briefly refer to 
two other of its provisions. 

Section 14 annuls the law incorpo- 
rating the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, so far as the same 
has any legal validit , and also an- 
nuls the corporation of the association 
called the “Perpetual Emigratin 
Fund Company,” and dissolves sai 
corporation. 

he argument made by the majority 
of the Judiciary Committee in favor 
of these provisions of the bill, and the 
reasoning of gentlemen in support 
thereof on the floor of this House, are 
both ingenious and disingenious. Cer- 
tain premises are laid down, and the 
whole fabric built thereon stands upon 
a false foundation. 

The acts incorporating the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
and the Perpetual Emigrating Fund 
Company were within the legislative 
power conferred upon the Territorial 
Assembly of Utah by the organie act. 
They were as much within its power 
as the incorporation of any other com- 
panies or associations, They were 
“rightful subjects of legislation, con- 
sistent with the Constitution of the 


‘United States and the provisions of 


the organic act.” Congress, it is tru 

reserved the right to disapprove, an 

if it exercised this power, the acts of 
the Legislative Assembly disapproved 
were null and of no effect. But the 
Supreme Court of the United States 
(in the Miners’ Bank vs. The State of 
Iowa, 19 Curtis 1) declared that until 
Congress did disapprove of the acts of 
Territorial Assemblies they were valid. 
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It held, moreover, in the same case, 

that a corporation owing its existence 

to an incorporating act passed by a 

Territorial embly was a valid one. 

It follows, therefore, a corporation 

thus created would become vested 

with certain rights. If it was given 
the right to acquire and hold property 
and manage it for its own use or bene- 
fit, or for the use and benefit of others, 
those rights became vestsd rights. 

You can not interfere with those 

vested rights any more than the Le- 

gislature of New Hampshire could 
with the vested rights of Dartmouth 

College. 

If there is any law well settled in 
this country, I take it that it is the 
law in regard to vested right. When 
Congress came to legislate upon the 
subject of polygamy in 1862, the ori- 
ginal bill contained a clause repealing, 
or annulling in toto, the act of the 
Legislative Assembly incorporating 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, but the Congress did not 
dare go that far. It expressly de- 
clared that in the future no religious 
organization, association, or society 
should acquire ＋ 4 to a greater 
amount than $50,000; but it did not 
interfere with the property already 
held by such organization, association, 
or society. It did not, because it 
could not without violating the well- 
settled law of the land in regard to 
vested right. * * * * 

_ Mr. Speaker, may I venture to ap- 
al to this House to consider well 
fore it commits itself to the mon- 

contained in this 

bill. I know too well the influences 
which are operating to drive this pro- 
poets legislation through Congress. 

realize how the very air has been 
made pregnant with the baseless cal- 
umnies, the slanders, the innumerable 
and unmitigated falsehoods ceaselessly 
concocted and persistently dissemina- 
ted. Religious bigotry and intoler- 
ance are arrayed against my people. 

Political 1 cant, hypocrisy, 

and all kindred Pecksniffianism join 


in the hue and cry. The platform, 
the pulpit, the press, are mighty en- 
gines for the manufacture of public 
sentiment. Their batteries are directed 
constantly and with full force upon 
the Mormons. I know that it is pro- 
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bably well-nigh impossible for any 
man in public life to even protest 
against a measure, no matter how 
monstrous, how unconstitutional, that 
is aimed at Mormonism. 

Daily, almost hourly, we are told 
that it is the evil of polygamy that 
leaves us friendless. Rid yourselves 
of that stigma, is the advice of those 
who admit the wrongfulness, the dan- 
ger, of such legislation as is now pro- 

„Land fair play and justice will 

ave a chance.“ But is it polygamy 
that is aimed at? If so, why not give 
the laws already enacted and so vigor- 
ously, nay, so ruthlessly enforced, an 
0 ore to work their legitimate 
effects? they will not extirpate 

lygamy, surely no legislation of a 

indred character ever will. If you 
are impatient and must have quicker 
results, why not act upon the declara- 
tiou of an assistant Attorney-General 
of the United States, who deliberately 
said that it would have been an act 
of mercy to have put all all grown-up 
Mormons to the sword. This bill, if 
it becomes a law, will place the Mor- 
mon people at the mercy of men 
whose object is first to plunder them 
of all their earthly possessions, and 
drive them from their homes. The 
possibilities of the results of this legi- 
slation, Mr. Speaker, can not be ex- 
aggerated. In all candor I verily be- 
lieve that a law directing general out- 
lawry to be declared agaiust all who 
did not, after certain time from the 
issuing of a proclamation, publicly re- 
nounce and recant their belief in the 
faith of the Mormon Church, would 
be. merciful in comparison with the 
effects of this proposed law. 

Mr. Speaker, it is not the morals of 
the Mormon people, or the contami- 
nating influence thereof upon the 
public, that is at the bottum of the 
persecution we have to endure. It is 
preposterous nonsense to talk about 
the “ Mormon blot” upon the civiliza- 
tion of our age. If you were to un- 
dertake to eradicate blots upon your 
civilization you would have your 
hands full. I would respectfully re- 
fer gentlemen who are curious to 
know something of the morality which 
the boasted civilization of the nine- 
teenth century has developed in local- 
ities far removed from Utah, and 
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where intellectual light blazes most 
powerfully, to Von Oettingen’s Moral- 
statistik, published in 1882. The 
Fortnightly Review, speaking of this 
book recently, said: 

It exhibits truly the most “dismal” of 
sciences, since it consists of little else than 


t cities 
and populous areas. on Oettin- 
gen’s tabulations seem „ Eu- 
ropean countries except i 0 

and Turkey. If a map of — 
fore us shaded in proportion to the returns 
of known vice and crime, the darkest sha- 
dows would rest where the boast of intellec- 


tual light is greatest—in Saxony, the shrine 
of" modern culture, the fortress of free 


There is but scant probability of 
“the canker of Modern polygamy,” as 
it is termed, endangering the morals 
of the world, of endangering your 
civilization, in the presence of the 
32 and general demoriliza- 
tion of morals. 

Mr. Speaker, the Mormon Church 
establishment is the thing aimed at 
in all this onslaught upon the Mor- 
mon people. It is a religious prob- 
lem you are me to deal with 
in this as well as in all other legisla- 
tion that has been attempted or pro- 

It is our ecclesiastical and 
not our moral polity that is aimed at 
—that is sought to be overthrown. 
The men who are here from Utah 
clamoring for the disfranchisement of 
the Mormon people, who insist that 
every office within that Territory shall 
be vacated and filled by appointees, 
that even our selectmen, who make 
the assessments of property, and the 
tax-collectors shall give way to non- 
Mormons, are not afraid of the con- 
tamination of their own or their fami- 
lies morals. They know, as all the 
world knows, that a purer, more or- 
derly, upright, God-fearing and God- 
serving community does not exist 
upon earth than the exclusively Mor- 
mon settlements of Utah. It is sim- 
ply because the minority can not 
under a democratic American form o 
lucal government, rule the majority, 
that these men are here clamoring for 
our disfranchisement. 

There is one question, Mr. Speaker, 


thut is pressing swiftly and strongly | 
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upon the people of this country; there 
is one — that demands the 
serious attention of all who are inter- 
ested in the future welfare of the na- 
tion, and even of society itself. That 
question, that problem, the Mormons 
have solved for themselves. We are 
not perplexed about the relations be- 
tween capital and labor; we are not 
threatened with the dangers of a dis- 
satisfied proletariat; we have no dread 
of communism; our slumbers are not 
disturbed by fears of anarchists, The 
Perpetual Emigrating Fund Company 
you propose to wipe out, cut up root 
and branch, because it imports poor 
and ignorant foreigners, who you 
claim me the bond slaves of the 
Mormon hierarchy. And yet 90 per 
cent. of all the Mormon families in 
Utah own their own houses. But 
3.37 per cent. of men, women and 
children can not read. The official 
statistics are a sufficient answer to this 
nightmare. 

he hard times recently experienced 
the world over have been experienced 
in Utah. But where Mormon labor- 
ers have been employed, either in or 
outside the Territory, there have been 
no strikes. And, what is still more 
worthy your attention, there is not 
to-day in an exclusively Mormon com- 
munity an almshouse or the need of 
one. 

It is said the country demands the 
suppression of polygamy. Admit for 
argument’s suke that it does, The 
country does not demand that the 
rights of 1 shall be denied 
the people of Utah, nor that their 
church shall be disincorporated and 
the church property squandered. 

_ It will be claimed that this legisla- 
tion is recommended by the "tah 
Commission, Do those who make 
this claim fully comprehend how great 
a personal interest the members of 
that commission have in the success 
of this measure? This bill perpetuates 
them in positions where they draw 

,000 a year each from the public 

reasury, where they are allowed 
some remarkable personal expenses, 
and where they have practically no- 
thing todo. Is it a matter for aston- 
ishment that they should recommend 
the passage of this bill? 

It is also claimed that this legisla- 


the _ of a 2 record of crime. 
— the most disheartening pages of 
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tion is recommended by the governor trict court was in session, was met by 


of Utah. | 
arty also? If this bill becomes a 
lowe it will give him the direct and in- 


direct appointment of two thousand 
officers who heretofore have been 
chosen by the people. 


A patronage | 


he not an interested twelve or thirteen mem 


rs of 


grand jury, which he had selected on 


an open venire. This cavalcade car- 


— 


so great might satisfy the ambition of | 


one more aspiring even than the gov- 
ernor of Utah. This modest gentle- 


ried refreshments, and the return tri 
was after the style of the triumph 
march of a homeward-journeying hero. 
This same grand jury investigated the 


murder and found an indictment 


man, while admitting that he sees no 


robability of any outbreak in Utah, 

as had the supreme assurance to 
urge that a “strong, well-disciplined 
and efficient” force of United States 
soldiers be held near Salt Lake to 
assist the civil authorities. Is Con- 
gress prepared to follow the bent of 
these place-seekers in their insatiable 
cravings? Recommendations from 
sources in which personal considera- 
tions are so manifest would, ordinarily, 
carry eternal condemnation on the 
face of them. 

If this bill were only what it pro- 
fesses — be, — 
suppression of polygamy alone, how 
can all this help i As fast as can 
be done convictions are now secured, 
and the ease with which they are ob- 
tained is of national notoriety. So 
long as the forms of law are observed 
it 1s to expedite convic- 
tions without an increase in the num- 
ber of courts, and this bill does not 
even hint at suchastep. In break- 
ing up the family relations already 
formed, of what advantage can it be 
to deprive me of my franchise? How 
can that cure the marriage relations 
of the president of the Mormon 
Church, or the unlawful cohabitation 
of any other man? 

One man’s pol gamy was suppressed 
very successfully a few days since, 
An apostate Mormon, acting as de- 
puty marshal, shot a Mormon for 
whom he had a warrant on a charge 
of unlawful cohabitation. The man 
was on horseback. He was unarmed. 
The marshal called on him to halt, 
and almost at the same instant fired. 
The burden of the testimony shows 
the man did not try to escape, though 
there was absolutely no justification 
for the shooting even had he endea- 
vored to do so. In an hour the Mor- 
mon was dead. The murderer, while 
being taken to Beaver, where the dis- 


charging the 8 marshal with 
man-slaughter. e was prosecuted 
by the assistant United States attor- 
ney for Utah, who, during the tri 
declared in open court that unlawfu 
cohabitation was a felony, when the 
United States statute explicitly makes 
it a misdemeanor. The same prose- 
cutor told the jurors that the assassin 
should be acquitted, and they obedi- 
ently returned a verdict of not guilty. 
r. Speaker, the declaration of an 
assistant Attorney-General of the 
United States, that it would be an 
act of mercy to put every adult Mor- 
mon to the sword, is bearing fruit. 
The theory of the clique bent on re 
destruction, that a Mormon is, in his 
nature, a dangerous criminal, is bear- 
ing natu it. The continued 
legislation which is being drive 
through Congress, and which, wit 
unerring certainty is hedging in an 
trampling down the sa 
liberty to Mormons, is bearing fruit 
after its kind. This bill, which ren- 
ders it possible to enlarge the powers 
of Mormon haters, and to swell their 
official numbers, will bear the same 
fruit. The unlawful cohabitation of 
E. M. Dalton was suppressed. 
way of suppression has received an 
impetus * the acquittal of his 
assassin. here do you expect this 
license by law and this immunity from 
unishment by courts will end? A 
—.— boy, in a private brawl with 
a deputy marshal, in broad daylight, 
and on a crowded street in Salt Lake 
City, struck the deputy a blow with 
his fist. For this offense he was twice 
tiary by the Uni tates ju 
Mormon is killed in cold blood | by a 
deputy marshal, and the assassin is 
acquitted at the instance of the 
United States prosecutor. This kind 
of history reads well, does it not? 
And it will improve vastly with age. 
In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I will 
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say that no community ever did exist 
that was at the same time industrious 
and thrifty and yet immoral, dis- 
honest, and disloyal. Men there may 
be bad toa degree that will not bear 
mention that are also industrious, but 
communities and nations never. His- 
tory records no such example. The 
industry and thrift of my constituents 
is admitted by their bitterest and 
most fanatical enemies. They dare 
not deny it. Do a handful of Mor- 
mons in the Rocky Mountains set at 
defiance all that the experience of his- 
tory has revealed? Are they in the 
world’s history the solitary instance 
of thrift and immorality, of industry 
aud licentiousness, of probity and 

ishonesty, ssed of material 
wealth and yet disrespectful of pro- 
berty 8 Nothing could be more 


urd. 

History tells us, Mr. Speaker, that 
where there is thrift and industry in 
a community, side by side with it, 
will be found morality, truthfulness, 
and loyalty. The admission of the 
industry of the people of Utah de- 
22 the whole case of their enemies. 
dustry and immorality have ever 
been and will for ever remain incom- 
patible in communities. But even 
were this not true, what can you do 
by yy sara There is no gainsay- 
ing the fact that industry could not 
exist where property rights are not 
duly respected and protected by law. 
The industry of Utah therefore signi- 
fies the existence of ample protection 
for property rights. It has been stated 
by one of those now in Washington 
in the interest of this bill that one- 
half the property in Salt Lake is 
owned by gentiles. Taking his word 
us true, what does it show? That 
the very presence in business ventures 
in Utah of so many persons intensely 
antagonistic to the Mormon people 
demonstrates the existence of laws 

covering property rights absolutely. 
hat more can you do? You can 
not legislate the people industrious. 
The history of all times contradicts 
such a possibility. You can not legis- 
late people virtuous, nor can you 
legislate them happy. All that you 
cap do is to throw around industrial 
communities those safeguards which, 
while preserving them from inter- 
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ference, still see that the rights of in- 
dividuals in property are secured; 
that the people are not subject to de- 
stroying exactions, nor to the fu 

and bigotry of men invested wit 

power, and base enough to use it for 
the injury of their fellows, for the 
limitation of their liberties, and for 
the annulling of their rights. No 
sound governmental policy dare go 
beyond this. No statesman at- 
tempt to do more while he has any 
respect fur his reputation, or regard 
for those lessons which history teaches. 
In Utah what have we found? A 
people whose industrial accomplish- 
ments are without a rival in modern 
times, if ever rivaled. Arbitrarily, 
and with an utter disregard of his- 
torical teaching and practical working, 
this people has been assumed to be 


immoral. 

With a full knowledge that ever 
attempt at the introduction of moral- 
ity by means of legislation is against 
all good reason, men seem deter- 
mined to legislate this people moral. 
You are asked to make honest that 
which is alleged to be inherently dis- 
honest ; good that which is hopeless! 
bad ; pure that which is reeking wit 
filth ; noble and elevating that which 
is ignoble and debased, and all by 
egislation, In other words you are 
asked to legislate the sow’s ear into 
the silk purse. 

Mr. Speaker, it can not be done. 
You begin on a false basis. But even 
were the position sure, the means are 
opposed to reasou and to history. If 
the Mormon people are what the 
popular belief declares them to be, 
they will destroy themselves more 
surely, more rapidly, than can be ac- 
complished by “ny methods to which 
you dare resort. The effect of immoral 
practices by communities is such cer- 
tain, snch inevitable decay that even 
when all appears best and fairest the 
death-promoting germs are at work 
surely and relentlessly undermining, 
and will bring the whole into that 
crumbling decay, that putrid ruin, 
which a beneficent Creator has deter- 
mined shall be the fate of all that is 
not builded upon and sustained b 
the eternal principles of morality. If 
Mormonism fall, it will fall of its 
own weight. I contend, Mr. Speaker, 
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and I make the contention with all 
respect, that instead of promoting the 
true interests of Utah all this special 
and class legislation has been a pro- 
nounced detriment. 

You have found my constituents 
honest, for their reputation in busi- 
ness marts is almost unexampled. 
You have found them industrious. 
Instead of following the promptings 
of reason and experience by throwin 
about them those safeguards whic 
would enable them to continue their 
work of enriching this great nation— 
instead of this, it is proposed to ham- 
per them still further and by the most 
violent methods, 

I tell you if we want our own peo- 
ple and the nations of the world to 
respect our boast of justice and our 
right to govern, if we would have 
them love the principles of freedom 
we profess, we must begin by mani- 
— some respect for justice and 
some love for free and liberal princi- 
ples ourselves. Only by this means 
can we inspire in others a permanent 
and — faith in our institutions 
and in our loyalty. 

constituents have suffered in- 
dignities, insults, and ostracism for 
— almost uncomplainingly. They 
ave been despoiled of character b 
paid assassins—and by assassins 
mean those that are vilest, who rob 
women and children of that which 
alone gives value to life—and my peo- 
— have asked in vain for justice. 
hey have been misruled oy men sent 
from a Government that did not de- 
sign to be unfriendly, men who have 
been their enemies in every way but 
that which gives the garb of honor to 


— and my people have submit- 
ted. — have been taunted, and 
by wicked and treasonable designs 


have been tempted to assume a posi- 
tion of open and avowed resistance to 
the Government, and the attempts 
have failed; yet charges of defiance 
and treason have been entered against 
them which were shown to be false, 
and still there came no redress for my 
people. One by one their rights— 
and those rights which give a commu- 
nity its reputation, its better, its im- 
mortal part—have been wrested arbi- 
trarily from them, and still my people 
have appealed for justice and raised 
Opposition only by those means which 
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the Constitution has provided. A 


whole nation, if the words of blatant 
men prevail, is arrayed against them 
determined upon their destruction, 
and this determination is as 
crystallyzing in the acts of Congress, 


and yet the appeal of my people is to 


constitutional means and to these 
alone. This is the disloyal people of 
Utah ! 

I tell you, Mr. S er, I tell you 
solemnly, that in the United States, 
in the whole world, there is no people 
more loyal to the eternal truths of 
liberty, as expressed in the Constitu- 
tion of this country, than my con- 
stituents; and there will come a time, 
a time when the mists which now 
befog the understanding of the 
American people and its legislators, 
when the refuge of lies erected by 
0 rless charlatans shall have 
been swept away, there will come such 
a time when my words will stand 
forth marked clear and bold and un- 
tarnished as their truth justifies. 

Gentlemen, I ask you to pause. 
For your own sakes you can not afford 
to take a step which is determined 
upon by such insufficient and untrust- 
worthy testimony. I am here more 
than a pleader. I — for myself ; 
and [ pledge my word and my charac- 
ter that the statements upon which 
this legislation is based are without 
foundation in fact. You can not 
afford to pursue a policy which is de- 
termined upon the destruction of a 
people whose only fault is, at wors 
that they pursue the happiness o 
themselves and their fellows by me- 
theds which are different from your 
own. Time, the great corrector of all 
evils, will right this wrong, if such it 
be, and the fiat of the Eternal has al- 
ready decreed that the last vestige of 
Mormonism shall be swept away b 
the peaceful progress of events, if it 
be not that which God in His wisdom 
has appointed shall survive as the 
fittest. 

Gentlemen, you who have freed 
from bondage the negro slave, you 
who love liberty and cherish the in- 
stitutions of our country, who would 
bequeath them fair and unsullied to 

our children, let me plead with you, 
not to consign 


et me beseech yo 


my people to such inhuman slavery. 


(Loud applause.). _ 
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TESTIMONY TO THE BOOK OF MORMON. 
— 


WE are in receipt of a letter from Elder Edward Stevenson, bearing date of 
January 11th. Elder Stevenson is traveling in Missouri, and relates his 
third visit to David Whitmer, still living at his old home in Richmond, 
Missouri. 

This David Whitmer is one of the “Three Witnesses” whose testimony 
to the existence of the plates from which the Book of Mormon was translated 
and the correctness of the translation, is contained on the fly-leaf of the 
Book of Mormon. He reports the health of this only one of the “Three 
Witnesses” now alive, as extremely good for a man who is eighty-two years 
old. Brother Stevenson says that he still continues to bear a faithful testi- 
mony to the truth of the Book of Mormon. He bore that testimony first in 
his youth, and now when his limbs are tottering with age, and there are at 
best but a few feeble steps between him and his grave, he re-affirms his first 
statement with all the ardor of conviction. The testimony of the Three 
Witnesses” to the Book of Mormon, David Whitmer being one, and Oliver 
Cowdery and Martin Harris being the others, carries with it a peculiar force 
in view of all the circumstances connected with their experiences in the 
Church. There are two theories in relation to the origin of the Book of Mor- 
mon: One is that it was the work of an eccentric clergyman who intended it 
for a religious novel, but died before it was published. By some means or 
other, which have never been explained, it is claimed that this manuscript 
fell into the hands of Sidney Rigdon and Joseph Smith, and that they con- 
nived with Cowdery, Whitmer and Harris to palm off this old religious novel 
upon the world as a revelation from heaven:—The other theory is-that the 
Book of Mormon is an abridged history of the peoples which anciently inha- 
bited the continent of America, together with an account of Jesus after His 
resurrection appearing among them and teaching them the Gospel, and orga- 
nizing His Church in their midst. These historical events and the teachings 
of inspired men and of Jesus were engraven upon metallic plates in peculiar 
characters. In the fourth century a Nephite prophet by the name of Mor- 
mon, having in his possession a large number of these ancient records, made 
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an abridgement from them, paying more particular heed to religious informa- 
tion and doctrines, and called it the Book of Mormon. This abridgement, 
written on plates having the appearance of gold, was entrusted to the care of 
his son Moroni who, in the early part of the fifth century after Christ, hid 
them up. These were the plates whose existence was revealed to Joseph, 
and which were finally given into his possession to translate by means of the 
Urim and Thummim into the English language. 

The first of these theories, if falsehood is capable of refutation, has been 
more than doubly refuted. Indeed the old manuscript novel, written by 
Solomon Spaulding, the eccentric preacher, has lately come to light and is 
now published, and on comparing it with the Book of Mormon it will be 
found that there is not even the most distant similarity between them, either 
in incident, language, or spirit; nor can it be that the old manuscript would 
suggest even to an ingenious mind such a work as the Book of Mormon. 

To support the idea that it is a revelation from God is the testimony of 
these three witnesses. They most solemnly affirm in that testimony that an 
angel of God appeared unto them, and while standing in their presence 
showed to them the plates and the characters engraven thereon, and that 
they heard the voice of God declare that the translation thereof was by the 
gift and power of God. Such is their testimony. Such is the testimony of 
David Whitmer to-day. 

But these men, like many other good men who have lived before them, 
were overtaken in evil doing, they transgressed the laws of God, and their 
course of life was such that the Saints could not fellowship them, and they 
were promptly excommunicated from the Church for their wickedness. 
What an opportunity was then presented to them to expose the fraud they 
had assisted to perpetrate, if fraud it was! Yet filled with bitterness as they 
were on being expelled from the Church, they gave no intimation that their 
testimony respecting the Book of Mormon was false! On the contrary, they 
continued to testify that they did see the angel, and the plates with the 
engravings on them, and that they did hear the voice of God proclaiming 
that the translation was by the power and gift of God and therefore true. 
And throughout their lives—in adversity, as in prosperity; in evil report, as 
in good report; in ridicule, as when honored; out of the Church, as when in 
the Church; when men mocked, as when they believed;—these men clung to 
their first statement, viz., that the Book of Mormon is true, that the plates 
exist, that they had seen them, that they were translated by the power of 
God. 


The two that are dead, after wandering through life as sheep that had 
strayed from the fold, and finding no rest, returned and again became con- 
nected with the Church. No influence that could be brought against them 
was ever sufficient to make them swerve from the statement they first made. 
David Whitmer who still lives, seems very likely to maintain his testimony 
until his death, though the influences brought to bear upon him, inclining 
him to renouocc his testimony, were more insiduous and more difficult to 
resist than those which the others experienced. Fortune wis more kind to 
him, and brought him wealth and prestige in society. For a number of years 

was the mayor of Richmond, and filled the position with ability and 
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honor, This position brought him in contact with an element in society 
which would forever consider his connection with “Mormonism” as a chief 
witness of its divinity a humiliatiov, yet hard as it is to maintain a disagree- 
able position in the face of the protests of one’s friends, and against one’s 
material prosperity and advancement, no influence either open or covert can 
induce him to turn one hair’s breadth from what he first averred. The testi- 
mony of these men to the divine origin of the Book of Mormon is rendered 
stronger from the fact of their becoming disconnected from the Church, since 
it makes them disinterested witnesses. 


Moreover, had Joseph Smith conspired with these men to deceive man- 
kind as to the origin of the Book of Mormon, and these three witnesses were 
suborned to make the statement they did as to the existence of the plates 
and the visitation of the angel, is it at all likely that he would break with 
them, expose their wickedness and raise his hand against them—would he 
dare do such a thing had he been in collusion with them to deceive the peo- 
ple? Would he not at any risk have covered up or excused the acts of these 
men however wicked they may have been? He would have said in his heart: 
“Tt matters not what they may have done, I dare not cast them out of the 
Church lest they become angry, and by the denial of their testimony to the 
truth of the Book of Mormon expose the deception we have practiced, and 
engulf me in ruin and disgrace!” That is what he would have said under 
those circumstances; and men who would be base enough to enter into a 
compact to deceive people in matters effecting their eternal salvation, would 
be vile enough to expose the fraud they had assisted to perpetrate so soon as 
it was no longer to their material interests to keep up the deception. Men 
who would enter into such a villainous compact as that which the enemies of 
“Mormonism” have conjured up as having been agreed upon by Joseph 
Smith and these witnesses, are not of the kind who would go through life 
forever encountering the opposition and ridicule of their fellow-men in order 
to sustain as true what they knew to be false. However bold impostors may 
be in prosperity, or when they have some promise of success, their bravado 
soon wilts in the blighting breath of adversity. A fraud never inspires men 
with true heroism such as these three witnesses have manifested, and we 
repeat, that had these men been in collusion with Joseph Smith to palm off 
on the world a vile deception, when it was no longer to their interest to give 
it their support, they would have been base enough to have betrayed their 
associates; and recognizing that fact, Joseph Smith dared not have angered 
them by exposing their wickedness and casting them out of the Church. 
But Joseph Smith knew the work was of God as well as these witnesses 
knew it. He knew they saw the angel, for he was with them when he ap- 
peared. He knew that God could sustain His work even if those witnesses 
turned against it; and therefore when those men violated the laws of God 
without hesitation, he boldly proclaimed against their corruption, and when 
they repented not he had them expelled from the Church, and in a manner 
bid them do their worst. But those witnesses had received a testimony from 
God, they were not deceived, and they were responsible for their acts to God 
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and they dared not deny what had been revealed, therefore they have re- 
mained true to their original testimony. 


In addition to the testimony of the three witnesses as to the existence of 
the plates, is that of eight other witnesses, This testimony is also printed on 
the fly-leaf of the Book of Mormon, and is to the effect that Joseph Smith 
had exhibited the plates to them, that they had the appearance of gold, and 
so many as had been translated they had handled with their hands, and had 
examined the ingravings thereon, During the time that these eight wit- 
nesses were examining the plates they were not awed by the presence of an 
ange!, nothing of the supernatural was connected with their seeing the plates, 
their senses were not dazzled, they could handle the plates with as much un- 
concern as they could the leaves of a book. There were the plates before 
them upon which Mormon had engraven his abridgement of the Nephite 
records, they examined them and could testify of their existence. They did 
so, and remained true to their testimony just as the three witnesses have 
done to theirs. 

It would seem that if credible human testimony can prove any fact, then 
the existence of the plates from which the Book of Mormon was translated is 
proven beyond question; but God is willing to give even more testimony than 
that furnished by these witnesses. To the human testimony He is willing 
to add the divine, provided people will repent of their sins, their pride and 
unbelief, and with meekness receive the testimony of those who bear witness 
to the truth, and seek the Lord with full purpose of heart to serve Him and 
keep His commandments; for God has promised those who will take this 
course a testimony from Himself that this work is true. R. 
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LETTER FROM PRESIDENTS TAYLOR AND 


CANNON. 
Salt Lake City, January 17, 1887. 
President Daniel H. Wells. 

Dear Brother,—We have received a 
letter from Elder George Teasdale, in 
which he advises us of bis arrival at 
Liverpool, and of the arrangements 
that have been made by you and him 
for the conduct of the MILLENNIAL 
Star and the expedition of other 
business. All these mattes are entire- 
ly satisfactory to us, and we sincerely 
trust that the coming of Brother Teas- 
dale may be a great relief to you and 
an aid to the restoration of your 
health, by enabling you to place a 
portion of the responsibilities of your 
position upon his shoulders, and thus 
giving you opportunity for needed rest 
and recuperation. You have our 
most sincere prayers that your heart 


may be comforted, your body rein- 
vigorated, and that all things may 
continue well with you and yours. 
Two years have passed since the 
wesent crusade against the rights and 
iberties of the people of God was in- 
augurated, and we can now review 
the field and observe how little our 
enemies have effected. They have 
endeavored to create terror through- 
out our borders by the most unprece- 
dented, unjustifiable and tyrannous 
measures. They have packed juries, 
they have tortured witnesses, they 
have employed spies, they have 
trampled upon law and evidence, they 
have converted courts of justice into 
dens of infamy, they have sent a 
number of innocent, God-fearing men 


to prison, they have filled the ears of 
the multitude with false, accusation 
against us, they have derided the 
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rinciples of the Gospel, and they 
ve mocked at the power of Jehovah. 
And what have they accomplished? 
So far as the object assailed is con- 
cerned, nothing, absolutely nothing. 
A few individuals may have faltered, 
a few turned aside; but the great 
—_ of the Saints are stronger in the 
faith, purer in their lives, wiser in 
doctrine, and living nearer to God than 
when the onset was first made. True, 
they have gained an apparent victory 
by forcing through the House of 
ntatives, with a whoop and 

yell and almost without 2 
the Edmunds-Tucker bill, with all its 
atrocious features intact, and with an 
additional amendment, which makes 
it all the more oppressive. Still, it 
has not yet become law, and we have 


380 often seen the hand of the Lord 


marvelously extended in our behalf 
that we shall not cease to hope for its 
ultimate defeat until all reason for 
hope has disappeared, and then we 
will trust the Lord that out of this 
apparent evil He will bring abundant 
good to those who will continue to 
serve Him. 

The almost unanimous manner in 
which the House appears, from the 
telegraph dispatches, to have passed 
this cruel and tyrannical measure, 
demonstrates how rapidly this nation 
is sinking in all that constitutes a 
— people, and warns us how quick- 

we are drawing near to momentous 
changes. Amongst our enemies here 
it will doubtless have the effect of 
making them more tyrannical and 
overbearing and less inclined to ac- 
cord the Latter-day Saints any rights 
whatever. It is evident that this ex- 
treme feeling has grown so strong in 
them that, to-day, in many of their 
minds, killing is no murder when a 
“Mormon” is the victim, as is evi- 
denced in the late assassination of 
Elder E. M. Dalton, at Parowan, by 
Deputy Marshal Thompson, and the 
indecent haste with which the farce 
of indicting, trying and acquitting 
him for his infamous act was = 
formed. This tragedy brings deep 
grief to all the Saints, and especially 
to the family of the murdered one; 
but in the providence of God it may 
prove more disastrous to those who 
are guilty of it and who abet the 


murderer than to us. The whole 
affair is so atrocious and so plain a 
case of cold-blooded murder that it 
cannot fail to have its effect; and the 
innocent blood which has thus been 
shed will bring vengeance here and 
eternal damnation hereafter upon 
those who have been guilty of shed- 
ding it and consenting thereto, On 
the other hand, we are encour by 
the reports that we receive of the in- 
creasing diligence of the Saints, and 
our constant prayer to God is that 
He will increase upon His people the 
spirit of repentance, that they will 
arouse themselves from their lethar 

and cast aside everything that is 
offensive to the heavens, so that His 
favor may be shown towards us in 
delivering us from the cunning snares 
and plots of the wicked. And if 


these persecutions effect this, great 


will be the gain, however unpleasant 
they may be to pass through or under- 
go. And in all we can see the hand 
of the Lord in our behalf. Man 
things which occur give evidence tha 
while this persecution is being per- 
mitted by Him and controlled for the 
purpose of accomplishing His designs 
iu connection with the purification of 
the Saints of God, He has not for- 
gotten us, nor left us to the mercy of 
our enemies. We rejoice in the know- 
ledge that He is watching over Zion, 
and that every promise which He has 
made concerning her will be fulfilled. 
We rejoice ourselves, personally, in 
the circumstances which surround us. 
Although we are cut off from many of 
the privileges that we would enjoy 
we still have many blessings granted 
unto us, which we know we ought to 
appreciate, and which we endeavor to 
be continually ‘thankful for. Our 
health is good, and we are able to 
attend to our duties to an. extent that 
is very gratifying, considering all the 
difficulties of our position. 

We presume that you keep advised 
concerning the general news, there- 
fore it is not necessary for us to dwell 
at length upon what you can obtain 
from the papers, The acquittal of 
Brother Lorin Farr, for whose trial 

preparations were made at Og- 

en, made the judge angry and, from 
all accounts, aroused the extreme ire 
of Prosecuting Attorney Dickson, who 
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was not present himself at the trial. 
The judge is considered a great im- 
provement on his predecessor, Powers, 
and all the brethren speak kindly of 
his rulings and the course he 
taken; but in Brother Farr’s case he 
seemed desirous to secure his convic- 
tion, probably because of his promi- 
nence and the effect which it might 
have upon the practice of plural mar- 
rlage among our people. 
has not been so successful, however, 
in other cases at Ogden. He was 
compelled to acquit Brother Francis 
A. Brown, who has been in prison 
once, and he hoped to entrap him 
again on the * that the pre- 
sumption was he was guilty of un- 
lawful cohabitation because he bad 
refused at his former conviction to 
make any promises, The prosecution 
now appear to be willing to admit 
that the presumption is not enough 
and that they must show by proof 
some sort of cohabitation before a 
conviction can be had. * * * 
e were under the impression that 
we had written to you directly upon 
the question of your release and re- 
turn from your mission; but an ex- 
amination of ourcorrespondence shows 


has | You are at perfect — 
rse 


Dickson As 


109 


that our feelings upon this subject 
were communicated in our correspond- 
ence to Elder George Teasdale, a copy 
of which was forwarded to you. * 


Daniel, to consider you norably 
released from all the duties we have 
assigned you in the British Mission, 
whenever in your judgment you may 
think it better for you to return. * 
we said in our letter to Elde 
Teasdale, you have labored faithfully 
and to our satisfaction, and have done 
all that could be expected of you since 
your departure from home and your 
4 —— as President of the Brit- 
ish Mission; and whether you stay or 
return, you can be assured of our 
blessings. 

With love to yourself, Elder Teas- 
dale, and the brethren associated with 
you, in which Brother L. John Nut- 
tall joins; and praying the Lord to 
bless you with every gift necessary 
for the performance of all your duties, 
and that He will preserve you from 
all your enemies, 

e remain, your brethren, 
JohN TAYLOR, 
Gro. Q. CANNON, 


CURTIS’ 


Tux following is a special dispatch 

from Washington to the St. Louis 
Globe Democrat sent by Mr. George 
Tickenor Curtis, who has acted of 
late as counsel for the Saints in 
cases brought before the Supreme 
Court of the United States: 


To the Editor of the St. Louis Globe 
Demoerat. 

Mr. Tucker is reported to have said 
in the House of Representatives that 
his anti-Mormon bill violates neither 
the letter nor the spirit of the Con- 
stitution. Notwtihstanding this gen- 
tleman holds the position of chairman 
of the judiciary committee, I am 
constrained to differ from him. 
There are provisions in the bill which, 
in my judgment, violate the Constitu- 
tion in both its letter and its spirit; 
but what has struck me as most re- 
markable is that, with a few excep- 


VIGOROUS VIEWS. 
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designed by the Gentiles of Utah to 


state of cheerful and confiding * 


tions, the Democrats of the House 
have joined with the Republicans in 
passing a measure especially and pal- 
pably opposing to all the best tradi- 
tions of the Democratic party, and 


widen the breach, to render futile all 
efforts to reconcile the Mormons to a 


toward the Federal Government, an 

to subject the majority of the people 
of the Territory to the dominion of 
the minority. Mr. Tucker and other 
Democrats may not see this, but it is 
quite apparent to those who know 
the state of things in that unhappy 
community, that this will the 
effect of his bill if it shall become law. 
With laws already on the statute 
books, which, if administered humane- 
ly and justly, however firmly, are per- 
fectly sufficient of themselves to put 
an end to polygamy in no very lorg 
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time, it seems that we are to superadd 
a measure which will drive the Mor- 
‘mons to desperation, because it attacks 
their civil and religious liberties. It 
undertakes to disposses their church 
of its property, to borrow a phrase 
from the report accompanying the bill, 
“to cut up by the roots this Church 
establishment.” How other religious 
denominations can stand silently by 
and see this attempted, passes my 
comprehension. The ground taken 
by the judiciary committee, that nei- 
ther the State of Deseret nor the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature had any power to 
create such a religious corporation as 
the Mormon Church, leads to a conse- 
quence that destroys the whole object 
at which their bill is aimed. If the 
Mormon Church in Utah does not 
hold a valid charter which made it a 
corporation, it is a voluntary re- 
ligious association of worshipers, who 
hold a certain religious faith, and they 
can no more be dispossessed of their 
property by a proceeding in the name 
of the United States, than any similar 
body of any other religious denom- 
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ination known in this country. While 
this is plainly and undeniably true, 
and while the Mormons may well trust 
to the final justice and firmness of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, 
they are to be subjected, it seems, to 
the vexation and expense of litigation 
in Territorial courts knuwn to be hos- 
tile to them, and at the same time 
they are to be deprived of all the just 
rights and privileges of home rule. 
There is no necessity whatever for 
dealing with the so-called Mormon 
problem in this way. If the Federal 
government would stand still, leaving 
existing laws to their natural and pro- 
per operation, and would open the 
way to the construction by the 
Supreme Court of the United States 
of that one word “cohabitation,” in 
the Edmunds act, there would be 


some protpect of an harmonious and 


successful settlement of the whole 
difficulty. Pass the Tucker-Edmunds 
bill into a law, and this prospect will 
be indefinitely — 

(Signed) Gko. Tickenor CuRTIS. 


UTAH NEWS. 
— — | 
d (Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 
Bishop O. F. Whitney and Charles W. Stayner, of Salt Lake, are making a 
preaching tour of Bich aud Bear Lake Counties. 
One-half the inmates now in the Penitentiary, numbering in all 150, are 
** Mormons” imprisoned on account of their religious belief. | 


Governor Zulick, of Arizona, has approved Council bill 3, repealing the 
anti-“ Mormon” test oath passed at the last session of the Legislature. 

Salt Lake is comparatively clear of diphtheria at the present time, but re- 
ports of the ravages of the disease continue in the settlements. There are 
several cases at Springville, and there have been two or three deaths lately. 

William Gibson, jun., on January 16th, was shot and killed at Moab, Emery 


Co., by Joe. Young, an Indian boy, who has been brought up from childhood 
with the whites. The deceased and his slayer were school mates together at 
one time in Mona, Juab Co. The coroner's jury pronounce the shooting 
felonious. 


The good people of the Sixteenth Ward, Salt Lake City, gave their very 
worthy Bishop, F. Kesler, a surprise. It was on the Bishop’s 71st birthday. 
Elder Francis Cope, in behalf of the Ward, presented the Bishop with a fine 
gold headed cane. The cane was inscribed: “ Presented to Bishop F. Kesler 

_by the Sixteenth Ward. The folks had an enjoyable time, | 
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Browning Brothers, a firm dealing in fire-arms in Ogden, Utah, recently 
received the following communication from a prominent New York firm 
dealing in the same line of goods: Gentlemen:—We see by the morning 
papers that the gentlemen in Washington have taken up the anti-Mormon 
bill, and think as this may be a demand for arms, we write to ask you to 
bear us in mind. You have some samples of the goods we have on hand, and 
if anything else is needed will gladly furnish you what information may be 
desired.“ This firm is evidently not aware that the Lord has promised to 
fight the battles of His people, and are anxious to furnish the Saints with 
carnal weapons, for which they will have but little use. 

The Wairarapa Standard, published in Greytown, Wairarapa, New Zea- 
land, has the following paragraph relative to the spread of the Gospel in that 
part of the world: The Latter-day Saints appear to be increasing in num- 
bers in the North Island. A great number of natives have become adherents 
in Napier, and they are particularly numerous in the Gisbourne district. At 
Palmerston North the mission is being energetically prosecuted among the 
Rangitana tribe. Elders E. L. Davies and M. R. Pratt (the latter being a son 
of the famous Orson Pratt) are laboring in the Wairarapa at the present time, 
and within the last six weeks, they state, forty natives have professed the 
faith. In Carterton there are about forty Europeans who have joined the 
Saints. The President of the district, Mr. Newby, is at present in the Mana- 
watu district.” 

Some three months ago Elder George Goddard, Assistant Superintendent 
of Sunday Schools throughout Utah and all the settlements of the Saints, 
appeared before the City Conucil of Salt Lake, and in behalf of the welfare 
of the youth of that city asked that a Curfew ordinance be passed. On the 19th 
of January, the committee to whom the matter was referred reported the 
following ordinance, which will doubtless pass: “An ordinance to restrain 
children of tender years from being upon the streets or in the public places of 
Salt Lake City at unseasonable hours without proper permission. Sec. 1.— 
Be it enacted by the City Council of Salt Lake City, that it shall be the duty 
of the City Marshal of said city, or some one authorized by him, to ring the 
fire alarm bell at the City Hall at the hours of 8 o’clock p.m. and 4 o’clock 
a.m. every day from the first day of October in each year to the first day of 
April following, and at the hours of 9 o'clock p.m. and 4 o’clock a.m. every 
day from the first day of April in each year to the first day of October follow- 
ing. Sec. 2.—It shall be unlawful, between the hour of the evening and the 
hour of the morning hereinbefore designated, for any child under sixteen 
years of age to be upon any of the streets or public place of Salt Lake City 
unless in the care of some relative or authorized custodian, or unless provided 
with a written permit from the parents, guardian, or other person having the 
control of such child, which permit shall be exhibited to any police officer 
of said-city who may, within the hours herein prescribed, demand the same. 
Sec. 3.— Any one violating this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and shall, upon conviction thereof, be liable to a fine in any sum 
not exceeding $5, or to imprisonment not exceeding five days, or to both such 
fine and imprisonment.” 


